Journal to Stella               LETTER xvii
once; but now she is up again, and we go and sit with her
in the evenings. The child died the next day after it was
born, and I believe, between friends, she is not very sorry
for it.-------Indeed, Presto, you are plaguy silly to-night,
and han't guest one word right; for she and the child are
both well, and it is a fine girl, likely to live; and the dean
was godfather, and Mrs. Catherine and I were god-
mothers; I was going to say Stoite, but I think I have
heard they don't put maids and married women together;
though I know not why I think so, nor I don't care; what
care I ? but I must prate, &c.
28. I walked to-day into the city for my health, and
there dined, which I always do when the weather is fair,
and business permits, that I may be under a necessity
of taking a good walk, which is the best thing I can do
at present for my health. Some bookseller has raked
up every thing I writ, and published it t'other day in
one volume; but I know nothing of it, 'twas without
my knowledge or consent: it makes a four shilling book,
and is called Miscellanies in Prose and Ver$e$ Took
pretends he knows nothing of it, but I doubt he is at
the bottom* One must have patience with these things;
the best of it is, I shall be plagued no more. How-
ever, I'll bring a couple of them over with me for MD,
perhaps you may desire to see them. I hear they sell
mightily.
March 1.0 Morning. I have been calling to Patrick
to look in his Almanack for the day of the month; I did
not know but it might be Leap-year. The Almanack says
'tis The third after Leap-year, and I always thought till
now, that every third year was Leap-year. I'm glad they
8 See p. 62 n.52 Swift was folly cognizant of the intended publication.
Advertisements of the book appeared in The Post JBoy, 24-7 Feb., The
Dally Courant, 28 Feb., and frequently thereafter in various newspapers.
* In The Examiner of i Mar,, No. 31 (30), Swift stressed the danger
of faction, extolled the merit of the Queen's ministers, and deplored the
freedom allowed to 'every scurrilous libeller'.
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